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Farm  milking  herds  are  largest  where  the  milk  pro- 
duction enterprise  is  specialized  to  supply  whole  milk 
markets.  Herds  average  mors  than  10  rniik  cows  per 
farm  in  many  counties  of  the  Northeast,  Florida,  and 
California  which  provide  isilk  for  fluid  markets,  and 
in  Wisconsin,  Minnesota  and  nearby  sections  that  rep- 
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[ — i  Under  2.0 
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IB  10.0  and  over 


resent  the  heart  of  the  whole  railk  manufacturing  area. 
Ort  the  other  hand,  in  many  parts  of  the  South,  where 
cows  are  milked  principally  for  supplying  the  farm 
family  with  milk,  cream,  aiid  butter,  county  averages 
are  frequently  less  than  2  milk  cows  per  farm. 
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Table  1  -  MontUjr  Bilk  production  on  farms.  United  8tatet  1929-1|9  1/ 


Tear 

Jan. 

Tel). 

Mar. 

Apr. 

»Cay 

June 

July 

iag. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

iroT. 

Sec. 

learljr 
total 

1929 
1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 
193U 


Million 


0  u  n  d 


7.187 
7.371 

7.798 

7.951 

7.983 
7.662 


6,860 
7.051 

7.»H7 
7.532 


8.067 
8.253 
8.519 
8,625 

8,580 

x2I2_ 


8. 51+3 
8.723 
9.0U8 
8.85U 
8,989 

8,760 


io,oU7 
10,386 

10,580 

10,501* 
10,665 

10.182 


io,56« 
10.766 
10,683 
10,701 
10,675 
io,'*77 


10,027 

9.725 
9.663 

9.777 
9.973 
9,796 


8.800 
8,U13 

8,61*3 
8.739 
9.167 
9.001* 


7.6»*2 
7.522 
7.798 
7.97U 
8.192 
8.160 


7.335 
7. 1*66 
7,737 
7.810 
7.9'*l 
7.835 


6,811 
7.091 
7.1^7 
7.369 
7.'ti7 
7.185 


7.107 
7.391 
7.716 
7.722 
7.6>*8 
7,15"* 


98.988 
100,158 
103 ,029 
103. 810 
10l*,762 
101.621 


1935 
1936 
1937 

1938 

123a_ 

19U0 

19U1 

191*2 

19U3 

19UI* 


7,081* 

7.292 

7.388 

7.U38 

7.807 


7.8Ui 
8.3>*9 
8.719 
8,766 
8.590 


6.690 
7.159 
6.899 
7.089 
7.1*11 


7.823 
8.21*1* 
8.0UI 
8,1*1*3 
8,725 


8,1*1*0 
8. 807 
8.560 
9,120 
9.195 


10,222 
10,507 

10,U66 

10,881 
10.903 


10,991 
IO.9U8 

10,955 
11.226 
11.277 


10.381* 

9.893 
10.323 

10,581 
10,1*98 


9.1(02 
8.695 
9.192 
9.5U5 
9.515 


8,258 
8.01*9 

8,071 

8,1*1*5 

8.-^qi* 


7.702 
8.090 
7.735 
8.073 
7.9'»5 


7.003 
7.322 
6.981 
7.396 
7.^33 


7,206 
7,1*01* 
7.297 
7.570 


101,205 
102,1*10 

101,908 
105,807 

106.792 


7,688 

7.933 
8,268 
8.373 
8^5I5_ 


8,881 
9.223 

9.608 

9.712 

9.690 


9.3O8 
9.893 
10,250 
10,208 
10.135 


10,918 
11,681* 

12,075 

11.855 

11.81*7 


11,61*1 
12,028 
12,505 
12.529 
12.373 


10.710 

11.227 
11.731 
11.725 
11.520 


9.681 
10,272 
10,722 
10.530 
10.251 


8.761 
9.225 
9.1*58 
9.230 
q-2^6 


8,389 
8.813 

8,896 
8.673 
8.q6i 


7.731 
8.171* 

8,182 
7.960 
8.28'i 


7.953 
8.UU7 
8,1*70 

8,221* 
8.529 


109,502 
115,268 
118,881* 
117.785 
117  .992 


191+5 
191*6 
I9U7 
191*8 
191*9 


8.801 
8.56I+ 
8,889 
8.290 
8,671 


8,1*29 
8,212 
8.1+56 
8.126 
8.276 


9.925 
9.713 
9,809 

9.190 

9.558 


10,625 
10,1+1*0 
10,385 
9,884 


12.358 

12,206 

12,131* 

11.702 


12,908 
12,578 
12,816 
12,176 


12,211* 
11.927 
12,082 
11.51U 


11.011* 
10.838 
10.569 
10,^11 


9.615 
9.435 
9,221+ 
9,121* 


9.050 
8,985 
8,780 
8,71*8 


8,21*0 
8.293 
7.906 
8.031 


8.325 
8.522 
3.015 
8,215 


121,501* 
119.713 
119.065 
115.511 


1/  XetiBatei  baied  on  national  indlcatione  of 
States  becoae  arailable. 


lilk  production  and  utillxation.    Subject  to  rerieion  when  data  for  all  Indiridual 


Table  2  -     Total  eupply  and  utilisation  of  miUc  in  the  United  States  1938-1*8 


1938 

1939 

19140 

1941 

1942 

X943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948  Jj 

Milk  production 

flr  co»B  on  farms   105,807 

Total  1/    108,633 

ntilization  (milk  equlTalent) 
Manufactured  in  plants 
Creamery  butter 


Million  pounds 
106.792    109,502    115.268    118.884  117,785    117.992    121,504    119.713    119.065  115.511 
109,618    112,328    118,094    121,710  120,611    120,818    124,330    122,539    121,891  118,337 


from  whey  cream 


Cheese 

Imerlcan  . 

Other   

Canned  milk 


Sweetened  condensed 
Bulk  condensed  milk 

Unsweetened   

Sweetened   


Dry  whole  milk   

frozen  dairy  products 


Other  2/,  total   

lat  from  other  products  j/ 
Ket  from  milk  and  cream. . 

Other  manufactured  products  4/ 


Used  for  farm  butter   

Consumed  as  milk  or  cream 

In  cities  and  Tillages  . 

On  farms  where  produced 

Ted  to  calTes   

To  balance  6/   


36.191 
506 
35.685 

36.167 
495 

35.672 

37.349 
548 
36. 801 

38.077 
665 
37.412 

35.938 
775 
35.163 

34,460 
698 
33.762 

30,620 
713 
29.907 

28,065 

780 
27,285 

24,145 
772 
23.373 

27.440 

826 

26,614 

25.050 
770 
24,280 

5.697 
1.553 

5.459 
1.632 

6.115 
1.747 

7.612 
1.945 

9.247 
1,874 

7.743 
2.179 

8,090 
2,045 

8,777 
2.346 

8,058 
2.894 

9.386 
2.341 

8.590 
2.330 

4,490 
91 

4.636 
76 

5.266 
137 

7.023 
268 

7.592 
147 

6.594 
278 

7.384 
330 

8,147 
339 

6.567 
269 

6,899 
389 

7.390 
310 

314 
103 

260 
119 

312 
165 

27s 
172 

307 
163 

249 
145 

289 
138 

310 
167 

237 
151 

424 
179 

510 
110 

162 

I85 

223 

347 

474 

1.052 

1.355 

1,650 

1,421 

1.250 

1.310 

4,185 

875 
3.310 

4,519 

951 
3.568 

4.712 

982 
3.730 

5.754 
1,214 

4,540 

6.795 

1.457 
5.338 

5.177 
199 

826 
4,550 

5.354 

202 

859 

4.697 

5,788 

268 
926 
5,130 

9.595 
108 

1.507 
8.196 

8.735 
105 
1.346 
7.494 

7.900 

110 
1.220 
6.790 

42 

54 

54 

63 

94 

196 

514 

720 

552 

5I8 

520 

51,447 

51.661 

54,550 

59,660 

60.399 

56,748 

54.749 

54.871 

51. 718 

55.494 

52.140 

9.173 

8.653 

8.129 

7.967 

7.365 

6.851 

6,608 

6,755 

6,630 

6.268 

5.928 

32,408 

11.950 

33.056 
12,167 

33.519 
12.063 

34,863 

12,020 

37.650 
11,856 

41,000 

11.615 

43,000 
11,685 

46,000 
11.671 

47.000 

12,318 

45,000 

12,295 

44.500 
12.306 

2.850 

2.967 

2,994 

3,124 

3.294 

3.276 

3,270 

3.335 

3.255 

3.228 

3.097 

805 

1.114 

1.073 

460 

1,146 

1,121 

1,506 

1.698 

1.618 

-394 

366 

1/  Includes  an  allowance  of  2.826  million  pounds  for  milk  produced  by  cows  not  on  farms,  the  sane  as  In  I93O  when  information 
on  this  item  was  last  obtained.      2/  Milk  sherbet  and  ice  milk.    lot  available  prior  to  1943. 

3/  Milk  equivalent  of  butter  and  condensed  milk  used  in  ice  cream.      4/  Includes  dry  cream,  malted  milk,  dry  part  skim  milk, 
dry  ice  cream  mix  and,  for  1946  and  later  years,  whole  milk  equivalent  of  the  fat  in  cottage  cheese. 

5/  Includes  net  milk  equivalents  on  butter  and  froien  dairy  products  to  avoid  double  counting  of  milk  from  which  fat  was  reused 
in  making  a  second  dairy  product.      6/  Eesldual.  Including  miscellaneous  minor  uses:  net  imports,  exports  and  year-end 
carry-over  of  milk  and  cream;  as  well  as  any  inaccuracies  of  Independently  determined  use  estimates. 

2/  Preliminary. 
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UNIT2D  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OP  AOICUmjSa 
HJEEiU  OP  AffiiaiLTUEAL  BCONQMIOS 
W^SHIHGTOH,  D.  C. 


lAEM  PEODUOTIOir,  DISPOSITIOU   ABD  IHCCME  PRCM 
MIIK.  1947-48  i/ 

SUMMAflT 

MlUc  production  on  United  States  farms  in  1948  totaled  115.5  'billion  pounds,  the 
smallest  in  seven  years.    According  to  estimates  of  the  Boreaa  of  Agricaltoral  Economics, 
the  noffllier  of  milk  cows  on  farms  was  the  lowest  since  1930,  hat  prodaction  per  cow  set 
a  new  high  record.    Production  of  fana-churned  hatter  continued  to  decline,  hut  M&n 
still  relatively  istportant  in  the  South.    I^mers*  marketings  of  milk,  cream,  and  farm- 
churned  hutter  in  1948  represented  ahout  3  hillion  pounds  less  milk  than  in  1947. 
However,  prices  received  hy  farmers  set  a  new  record  high,  with  returns  per  100  pounds 
of  milk  utilized  in  products  sold  averaging  13  percent  hi^ver  than  in  1947* 

Cash  receipts  from  farm  marketings  of  dairy  products  in  1948  totaled  4.4  hillioa 
dollars,  ahout  10  percent  more  than  in  any  previous  year.    Sale  of  ^ole  milk  to  plants 
and  dealers  provided  ahout  three- fourths  of  farmers'  cash  returns  from  all  dairy  products. 
Gross  farm  income  flrom  milk  in  1948  totaled  5.3  hillion  dollars,  including  cash  receipts 
from  farm  marketings,  and  soma  861  million  dollars  worth  of  milk,  cream,  and  hcme-made 
hutter  consumed  hy  families  on  farms  where  produced.    Of  the  total  milk  produced  in  the 
United  States  in  1948,  ahout  44  percent  was  processed  into  manufactured  dairy  products 
in  factories,  ahout  38  percent  was  consumed  as  fluid  milk  and  cream  in  cities  and 
villages,  ahout  10  percent  was  consumed  in  fluid  form  on  farms,  ahout  5  percent  was 
used  for  farouchumed  hatter,  and  the  remaining  3  percent  went  for  miscellaneous  minor 
uses* 

Milk  production  down  in  1948 

Milk  production  in  1948  vas  ahout  3  percent  less  than  the  119.1  hillion  pounds 
produced  in  1947.    Prodaction  was  the  lowest  since  1941,  although  well  ahove  that  of 
any  year  prior  to  World  Mar  II.    Production  per  cow  in  1948  reached  a  new  hi^,  averag- 
ing 5,036  pounds  of  milk  and  301  pounds  of  hutterfat  for  the  country  as  a  whole.  Hamhers 
of  milk  cows  on  farms  daring  1948  were  down  to  22.9  million  head,  the  smallest  since 
1930.    Estimates  of  annual  numhers  of  milk  cows,  production  of  milk  and  hutterfat  per 
cow,  and  total  production  of  milk  and  hubterfat  are  shown  in  tahle  3  for  the  United 
States  from  1924  to  date,  and  are  shown  hy  States  in  tahles  5  and  7  for  1947  and  1948. 

Production  of  farm-churned  hutter  in  1948  is  estimated  at  298,520,000  pocmds,  ahout 
17  million  pouads  less  than  in  1947.    Butter  production  on  farms  has  heen  declining 
fairly  steadily  since  the  torn  of  the  century,  decreasing  more  than  50  percent  in  the 
25  years  for  which  annual  estimates  are  availahle.    However,  farm-churned  hutter  is 
still  relatively  important  in  the  South  where  herds  are  small  and  many  milk  cows  are 
kept  primarily  to  provide  dairy  products  for  the  farm  family,    Ahout  70  percent  of  the 
nation's  total  farm-churned  hutter  is  produced  in  the  13  States  from  Virginia  and  Ken- 
tucky southward  and  westward  through  Texas.    In  this  group  of  States  the  amount  of 
hutter  made  on  farms  in  1948  vas  more  than  twice  as  great  as  the  amount  churned  in  dairy 
manufacturing  plants.    Texas,  with  30  million  pouads  of  farm-churned  hutter,  led  all 
States.    Alahama  ranked  next  with  28.8  million  pounds  and  Horth  Carolina  nas  third  with 
22.5  million  pounds.    In  the  more  important  farm  hutter  States,  production  in  1948  was 
rather  generally  helow  that  in  1947. 

1/  Prepared  hy  John  L,  Wilson  and  Prank  M.  Taylor,  Agricultural  Statisticians,  under 
the  gtaeral  direction  of  B.  H.  Bennett,  Head,  Division  of  Dairy  Statistics, 


The  amoant  of  milk  aaed  in  1948  on  farms  ^ere  produced  is  estimated  at  30.4 
"billion  poonds  —  aboat  2  percent  less  than  in  1947,  hat  fairly  close  to  the  generally 
stahle  level  of  recent  years.    Of  this  farnwased  milk,  12,3  hillion  pounds  were  con- 
sumed hy  farm  families  as  flcdd  milk  or  cream,  5.0  hillion  pounds  were  consomed  as 
farm-charned  hatter,  and  3.1  hillion  pounds  vers  fed  to  calves.    In  cooiparison  with 
1947,  there  was  little  change  in  farm  consumption  of  fluid  milk  and  cream  hut  4  percent 
less  milk  was  fed  to  calves  and  5  percer^  less  was  consumed  as  farm  hutter. 

Smaller  farm  marketings  of  milk  and  creaa^ 

Whole  milk,  cream,  and  farm-churned  hutter  sold  from  farms  in  1948  utilized  ahoat 
95*1  hillion  pounds  of  milk,  ahout  3  hillion  pounds  less  than  in  1947.    Of  this,  some 
69.6  hillion  poonds  were  delivered  as  whole  milk  to  plants  and  dealers;  19.7  hillion 
pounds  were  skimmed  on  farms  for  delivery  to  plants  as  cream;  4.9  hillion  pounds  were 
retailed  hy  farmers  direct  to  consumers;  and  0.9  hillion  pounds  were  used  in  famu 
chamed  hutter  for  sale.    The  volume  of.  milk  in  each  category  was  less  than  in  1947, 
with  decreases  ranging  from  2  percent  for  milk  sold  to  plants  and  dealers  to  8  percent 
for  milk  used  for  fs^m.  hutter  sold* 

In  Minnesota,  deliveries  of  whole  milk  to  plants  and  dealers  were  9  percent  helov 
those  in  1947,  while  in  a  numher  of  other  important  miU&> selling  States,  Inclodiag 
Wisconsin,  Kew  York,  Illinois,  Indiana,  and  California,  they  were  down  frcm  2  to  4 
percent.    On  the  other  hand,  in  Ohio,  PennsylvEuiia,  Missouri,  and  several  Southeastern 
States  farmers  sold  somevdiat  more  milk  to  plants  than  in  1947.    In  the  West  Horth  Oeiw 
tral  region,  the  most  iorportant  creaauselling  area,  13.0  hillion  pounds  of  milk  were 
skimmed  fer  sals  as  cream  in  1948,  in  comparison  with  13.9  hillion  pounds  in  1947* 
The  greatest  decreases  were  in  Iowa,  North  Dakota,  and  Kehraska, 

farmers*  retail  sales  of  milk  smd  cream  direct  to  consumers  have  heen  declining 
steadily  since  1934.    Tor  auLl  regions  and  nearly  all  States  the  1948  volume  was  leas 
than  in  1947.    Becent  extension  of  pasteurization  laws  in  several  States  has  tended  to 
discourage  sales  hy  sinall  producer-distrihutors.    National  estimates  of  farmers' 
disposition  of  milk  from  1924  througjh  1948  are  shown  in  tahle  3  and  estimates  hy  States 
for  1947  and  1948  are  shown  in  tahle s  5  and  7. 

Talue  of  milk  products  sold  hy  farmers  reaches  new  hidi 

In  1948  the  cash  received  hy  farmers  from  marketings  of  dairy  products  set  a  new 
high  record  of  $4,432,986,000.    These  receipts  represent  the  corahined  value  of  the 
milk,  cream,  and  farm-churned  hatter  sold  hy  farmers,  hut  do  not  include  income  fro« 
sale  of  cattle  and  calves  from  their  milking  herds  which  totaled  prohahly  ahoat  1-3/4 
hillion  dollars.    On  a  milk  equivalent  hasis,  the  volume  of  milk  products  sold  in  1948 
was  the  smallest  since  1941,  hut  average  prices  received  hy  farmers  were  suhstantially 
ahove  those  in  any  previous  year.    The  value  of  the  dairy  products  sold  in  1948  was 
ahout  10  percent  greater  than  in  1947  and  ahout  three  times  as  great  as  in  the  1936-40 
period.    The  high  level  of  cash  returns  to  farmers  for  dairy  products  sold  is,  of 
course,  not  necessarily  an  indication  of  the  level  of  net  returns  from  milking  herds, 
since  production  Bj^enaes  In  1948  were  also  very  hi^. 

Whole  milk  sold  hy  farmers  to  plants  and  dealers  in  1948  provided  ahout  three- 
fourths  of  the  cash  returns  from  all  milk  products  sold.    The  69|  hillion  pounds  of 
milk  sold  to  plants  hrou^t  an  average  price  of  $4.86  per  hundred  pounds  and  a  total 
cash  return  to  farmers  of  $3,378,318,000.    The  value  of  the  milk  sold  set  a  new  hi^ 
record,  even  thou^  the  volume  marketed  was  smaller  than  in  the  1945-47  period.  Whole 
milk  sold  hy  farmers  to  plants  and  dealers  is  used  hy  processors  for  hot t ling  anA 
fluid  distrihution  as  milk  or  cream,  for  manufacture  into  such  whole  milk  products  as 
cheese,  evaporated  milk,  and  dry  whole  milk,  as  well  as  for  skimming  in  dairy  plants 
to  make  ice  cream,  hatter,  and  skim  milk  products.    Data  on  the  quantity  and  value  of 
dairy  products  sold  hy  United  States  farmers  in  the  1924-48  period  are  shown  in 
tahle  4. 

.  4  . 


Sales  of  farm- skimmed  cream  to  dairy  plants,  ased  principally  for  making  "batter, 
totaled  742  million  pounds  of  "biitterfat  in  1948,  the  smallest  quantity  marketed  "by 
farmers  in  a  quarter  century.    The  price  of  79,7  cents  received  per  pound  of  "batterfat, 
however,  was  a  record  hi^  and  the  value  of  the  cream  sold  totaled  $591,805,000,  a 
new  high.    The  previous  record  income  from  sale  of  cream  was  the  $574,259,000  received 
in  1929  when  a  much  larger  quantity  of  cream  was  skimmed  on  farms,    Farmers'  returns 
from  milk  and  cream  retailed  to  consumers  in  1948  totaled  $432,934,000.    The  volume 
of  milk  retailed  was  the  smallest  in  records  dating  hack  throu^  1924,  hut  the  price 
of  16.8  cents  per  qaart  was  substantially  ahove  that  of  any  previous  year.    Sales  of 
farm-churned  hutter  in  1948  totaled  44,778,000  pounds,  and,  at  66,8  cents  per  pohnd, 
brought  producers  a  total  return  of  $29,929,000,  some^^t  less  than  in  1947,  Income 
from  the  sale  of  farm~churned  hutter  was  less  than  half  as  much  as  in  the  middle  1920 's, 

Wisconsin  tops  all  States 

Wiscoasin,  as  usual,  led  the  Hation  in  farm  returns  from  milk  and  milk  products 
sold.    In  that  State,  1948  cash  received  from  sale  of  milk,  cream,  and  farm  hutter 
totaled  579  million  dollars,  or  ahout  13  percent  of  the  Nation's  total  farm  income 
from  dairy  products.    Hew  York  was  the  second  ranking  State  with  400  million  dollars, 
followed  hy  Pennsylvania  and  California  with  277  million  dollars  each,  and  Minnesota 
with  261  million  dollars.    Receipts  from  sale  of  whole  milk  to  plants  ajid  dealers  were 
likewise  hi^est  in  Wisconsin  with  561  million  dollars,  followed  hy  New  York  with  366 
million  dollars  and  California  with  245  million  dollars, 

Iowa  led  all  States  in  the  income  from  sale  of  farm-skimmed  cream  with  a  total 
of  125  million  dollars,    Minnesota  ranked  second  in  farm  returns  from  cream  with  a 
value  of  sales  totaling  103  million  dollars  in  1948,    North  Dakota,  Nebraska,  and 
Kansas  were  also  intportant  cream-selling  States  with  farm  receipts  from  this  source 
ranging  between  34  and  39  million  dollars,    Eetums  from  retail  sales  of  milk  and  cream 
by  farmers  were  highest  in  Pennsylvania  with  40  million  dollars,  followed  by  New  Yoric 
and  California,    Texas  farmers  received  about  4  million  dollars  from  sales  of  farni- 
churned  butter,  more  than  those  In  any  other  State,    State  data  on  the  quantity  and 
value  of  dairy  products  sold  by  farmers  in  1947  and  1948  are  shown  In  tables  6  and  8, 

Talue  of  farm-consumed  dairy  products  hiefa  In  South 

The  value  of  the  milk,  cream,  and  farm  butter  consumed  in  households  on  fax^s 
where  produced  totaled  861  million  dollars  in  1948,    The  value  of  the  products  con-- 
sumed  on  farms  In  each  State  is  computed  by  multiplying  the  milk  equivalent  repre- 
sented in  the  products  by  the  average  returns  per  hundred  pounds  of  milk  in  dairy 
products  sold  in  that  State,    In  Southern  States,  where  the  farm  population  is  large 
and  much  farro-chamed  butter  is  consumed,  values  of  farm-consumed  dairy  products 
were  highest.    In  Texas,  the  value  of  milk,  cream,  and  farm  butter  consumed  on  farms 
where  produced  totaled  88  million  dollars,    Alabama  with  50  million  dollars  and 
North  Carolina  with  49  million  dollars  were  next  in  rank,  followed  by  Tennessee  with 
41  million  dollars  ajid  Greorgla  with  39  million  dollars. 

The  National  gross  farm  income  from  milk,  including  the  cash  receipts  from  milk, 
cream,  and  farm  butter  sold  together  with  the  value  of  dairy  protocts  consumed  on 
farms  where  produced,  totaled  $5,293,613,000  in  1948.    This  was  the  largest  gross 
income  from  dairy  products  on  record  and  more  than  double  that  for  any  yesx  prior  to 
1942,    In  gross  Income,  Wisconsin  ranked  first  among  the  States  followed  by  New  York, 
Pennsylvania,  California,  and  Minnesota, 

For  the  milk  utilized  in  the  milk,  cream,  and  butter  sold  from  farms  in  1948, 
producers  received  an  average  return  of  $4.66  per  100  pounds  coaipared  with  $4,12  per 
100  pounds  in  1947,  and  a  range  of  $1.24  to  $3.79  in  the  1924^46  period.    Among  the 
several  types  of  milk  products  sold  by  farmers,  retail  deliveries  of  milk  directly 
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to  consomers  afforded  the  liighest  level  of  onit  returns  per  100  pounds  of  milk.  Betome 
froffi  this  t^e  of  sale  in  1948  averaged  $8.77  per  100  pounds  for  the  cotmtry  as  a  whole. 
This  coEpares  with  $4.86  per  hundredweight  for  whole  milk  sold  to  plants  and  dealers, 
$3.36  for  the  farm-churned  hutter  made  from  100  pounds  of  milk,  and  $3.01  for  the 
cream  skimmed  from  100  pounds  of  milk,    Considerahly  different  costs  are  involved  in 
the  several  types  of  milk  jroducts  sold  "by  farmers,  especially  for  retail  milk  where 
hottling  and  delivery  eapenses  are  involved.    The  average  returns  for  "butter  and  creaa 
also  include,  no  allowances  for  the  value  of  skim  milk  and  huttermilk  retained  on  farms 
for  food  or  feeding  purposes.    Among  States,  the  1948  average  returns  to  f&rmers  per 
100  pounds  of  milk  in  products  sold  varied  ftom  a  low  of  $3,09  in  North  Dakota  to  a 
hi^  of  $7.66  in  Jlorida,    The  level  of  average  unit  returns  is  determined  both  by  the 
type  of  milk  product  marketed  and  hy  the  relative  level  of  prices  for  dairy  products 
in  the  particular  area.    Bluest  average  returns  are  usually  found  along  the  Bast  Coast 
and  in  the  South  vdiere  milk  production  costs  are  high,  where  much  of  the  whole  milk 
sold  is  used  for  fluid  distribution  as  milk  and  cream,  and  where  a  considerable  volume 
is  retailed  by  farmers  themselves.    Average  returns  are  usually  lowest  in  the  western 
Gom  Belt  and  Great  Plain  States  where  feed  costs  are  relatively  low,  >diere  sour  cream 
is  the  major  type  of  milk  product  sold  by  farmers,  and  where  manufactured  dairy  products 
must  be  shipped  considerable  distances  to  consumer  markets, 

SUPPLY  AND  UTILIZATION  OP  MILK,  1948 

The  total  supply  of  milk  in  the  United  States  in  1948,  including  production  on 
farms  and  a  small  allowance  for  production  by  cows  kept  in  towns  and  villages,  was 
118,3  billion  pounds.    Of  this  total,  52,1  billion  pounds  or  44  percent  was  used  in 
the  production  of  manofactured  dairy  products  in  factories.    Some  34.3  billion  pounds 
were  used  for  creamery  butter,  10,9  billion  pounds  for  all  types  of  cheese,  8,3  billion 
pounds  for  evaporated  and  condensed  whole  milk  products,  6,8  billion  pounds  of  ice  cream 
and  other  frozen  dairy  foods,  end  1,3  billion  pounds  for  dry  whole  milk.    The  volume 
of  milk  used  in  these  manufactured  products  is  computed  on  a  fat  equivalent  basis. 
Ixeept  for  1946,  the  total  amount  of  milk  used  in  factory  products  in  1948  was  the  amal- 
lest  since  1939,  due  chiefly  to  the  marked  decline  in  production  of  creamery  butter 
since  the  beginning  of  the  t(ar. 

Some  44,5  billion  pounds  of  milk  were  consumed  as  milk  and  cream  in  cities  and 
Tillages,  the  smallest  volume  since  1944,    An  additional  12,3  billion  pounds  were  coaa^ 
earned  as  milk  and  cream  on  farms  \Aere  prodased.    Fluid  consumption  in.  cities  and 
Tillages  represented  38  percent  of  the  total  milk  supply,  and  fluid  consumption  on  t&Tmn 
another  10  percent.    The  amount  of  milk  used  for  making  farm-chumed  butter  in  1948 
totaled  5.9  billion  pounds.    An  ^ditioaal  3.1  billion  pounds  of  whole  milk  was  used  on 
flams  for  feeding  calves  or  other  livestock.    Detailed  figures  on  the  producti<ai  and 
ULtiliKttion  of  milk  in  the  United  States  in -the  193a-48  period  are  shown  in  table  2, 
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